
 

WBC Verse for the Year 2020 
‘The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 

to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness’ 
(Lamentations 3 verses 22-23) 

Sunday 29th March 
Welcome to our ‘virtual’ service.


Whilst we can’t physically be together, our hope is that this 
helps us to be united in our worship together.


Our service this morning is also available over by video 
link or dial in over the telephone.  This starts at 10.30am 

(See back page for more details on how to join us through Zoom). 

The pages that follow include songs, prayers,

and a passage to reflect on.


*****


[PRAYER]


Father God, we are reminded in your word to ‘not give up meeting 
together … [but to] encourage one another.’  

Whilst we are unable to physically meet, we pray that as we go 
through this service, whether on our own or with loved ones, that 
we would have a real sense of ‘meeting together’ - knowing that 
others are doing the same.

We pray that we would be aware of your presence with us, and 
that you would minister to us through this service.

In Jesus’ name we pray,  Amen


[SONGS]


THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD never ceases,

His mercies never come to an end;


They are new every morning,

New every morning,


Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord,

Great is Thy faithfulness. 
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GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;


Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.


Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,


Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.


Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,


Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
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[PASSAGE]


Our original plan for today was to be in both Psalms 57 & 59.  Our 
main focus, however will now just be in Psalm 57.


Both psalms are linked to events early on in King David’s life.  
Saul had been rejected by God as King (1 Sam 15:23), and David 

Knowing, Growing & Showing 
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was subsequently anointed in his place (1 Sam 16) - but for now, 
Saul remains on the throne.  Anger and Jealousy consumes Saul 
(ch18), he is intent on killing him, causing him to flee (ch19).


David is rightfully king, but many chapters pass before he is truly 
acknowledged as such.  Christopher Ash likens this to Jesus, 
when he writes:  ‘There is a sense in which the Lord Jesus is today, in 
this period between his ascension and his return, the true but 
unacknowledged king - unacknowledged that is, except by his 
church.’ [Psalms for You, p91].


In the midst of our anxieties (such as those we are experiencing 
during this Coronavirus outbreak), we need to remind ourselves 
that God is in control.  He is Sovereign. 


PSALM 57 
Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me,


for in you my soul takes refuge.

I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings


until the disaster has passed.

2 I cry out to God Most High, to God,


who fulfils his purpose for me.

3 He sends from heaven and saves me,

    rebuking those who hotly pursue me;


    God sends forth his love and his faithfulness.

4 I am in the midst of lions; I lie among ravenous beasts—


men whose teeth are spears and arrows,

    whose tongues are sharp swords.


5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;

    let your glory be over all the earth.


6 They spread a net for my feet— I was bowed down in distress.

They dug a pit in my path— 


but they have fallen into it themselves.

7 My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast;


    I will sing and make music.

8 Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and lyre!  I will awaken the dawn.


9 I will praise you, Lord, among the nations;


    I will sing of you among the peoples.

10 For great is your love, reaching to the heavens;


    your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;


    let your glory be over all the earth.


Thinking it through … 
(An opportunity to think more about the passage, and 

to discuss it if you are not looking at this alone) 

David starts with a plea for mercy.  In fact he expects mercy.


Think: Why in verses 1-3 should he expect this? 

Notice the imagery of v1.  It’s a picture of God spreading his 
wings around David, protecting him during that time of trial.  

He goes on, v2 to speak of God as ‘Most High,’ and knows that 
come what may he will fulfil his purposes through him.


Think: Where, v3 is the source of his Salvation? 
	 	 Why is it important for us to remember that? 
	 	 What two things, v3 does David specifically mention? 

David’s (and our) trust and hope are beyond the trials of this 
world.  It is from heaven, from God, the source of our Salvation.  

From God who sends his love and faithfulness.  David’s hope is 
bound up in God’s love for his people and his faithfulness to his 
covenant promises.


As we move on, vv4-6 reveal the pressures David is under, with 
imagery v4 of lions, of ferocious beasts.  Notice the threat is not 
just physical, but verbal.  Their ‘tongues are sharp swords.’ 

Think:  	 How might that have affected David in his situation? 

The old saying ‘Sticks and stones may break my bones, but 
names will never hurt me’ isn’t really true is it.  Words hurt.  




What people say can influence what others think and believe 
about us.  What was being said about David, perhaps challenged 
his reputation, his kingship.  Remember, at this point he was the 
‘unacknowledged King.’ 


Think:	 In the midst of this, what is David’s prayer, v5? 
	 	 

Here we have a refrain, repeated in v11.  In all this, David wants 
God to be lifted to the highest place, recognised as being above 
all, and for His glory to be revealed over all the earth .


The Psalm continues, v6 with this image of David’s enemies 
setting a trap for him, but one which will be their undoing.  


Think:	 What do you think David means when he says they 	
	 	 will fall into the pit they have dug for him, v6?


David is looking forward, confident that ultimately their pursuit of 
him will be their downfall, not his.


This gives him confidence in verses 7-9 that follow, to respond in 
steadfast commitment and praise.  He does this in anticipation of 
how God will act.  In his appeal for God’s glory to be revealed.  He 
is looking to the future!


Notice how this steadfast commitment and praise are grounded, 
v10 in his complete trust in the faithfulness and love of God (as 
we saw back in verse 3).  


The Psalm then concludes in v11 with a repeat of that refrain of 
v5, that God would be exalted, lifted above the heavens, and that 
his glory would be revealed throughout the earth.


Think:	 How does this point forward to Jesus?

Apply: How do we apply this to ourselves?  


Jesus is God’s salvation from heaven (v3).  He is how God reveals 

his love and faithfulness to us.  Yet he is also, for many the 
‘unacknowledged King.’  The one others speak against (v5). 


Ultimately, however, Jesus is the one before whom: 

‘every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.’ (Philippians 2:10-11).


Whatever traps may be set (v6), in opposition to Jesus, they will 
ultimately be the undoing of those who fail to acknowledge him as 
Saviour and Lord.


Jesus is how God’s glory is revealed over all the earth (v5,11).  

This should be our hope, our confidence - and it should spur us 

on in prayer and witness to others that this would be the source 
of their hope too.


As we look forward, trusting in this hope, and doing that in the 
midst of present anxieties (e.g. Coronavirus), let’s fix our eyes on 
Jesus, and let’s say to God - ‘I will take refuge in the shadow of 
your wings until the disaster has passed.’ (v1)  ***


Think / Apply:	 How has God been speaking to you through 	
	 	 	 this passage?  How will you respond? 

[SONGS]


GREAT IS THE LORD and most worthy of praise,

The city of our God, the holy place, The joy of the whole earth.


Great is the Lord in whom we have the victory,

He aids us against the enemy, We bow down on our knees.


And Lord, we want to lift Your name on high,

And Lord, we want to thank You,


For the works You’ve done in our lives;

And Lord, we trust in Your unfailing love,


For You alone are God eternal,

Throughout earth and heaven above
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I WILL GIVE THANKS TO THEE, O Lord, among the people,

I will sing praises to Thee among the nations.


For Thy steadfast love is great, is great to the heavens,

And Thy faithfulness, Thy faithfulness to the clouds.


Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. 
Let Thy glory be over all the earth. 

[repeat both lines] 
Let Thy glory be over all the earth. 
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[PRAY]

(Spend some time in prayer, including - but don’t feel limited by - 

the following. You could also include the Lord’s Prayer) 

Spend time reflecting on our Psalm 57; giving praise to God for 
the shelter we have in Him.  For the hope and trust in Jesus’ 
salvation.  Pray verse 11.


Continue to pray for yourself, your family, friends, our community.  
For our Government, the NHS, our emergency services, for other 
key workers.  For those feeling particularly vulnerable.  Pray for  
our dependence to be on God.  For us to know His peace.  


Pray for the work of Raul and the team in Southern Romania - 
particularly given present limitations (in light of COVID-19) on their 
ministry, which is so practical and personal.


Pray for others in our church family.  For those you are aware of in 
need of prayer, including yours.  Here are some specific requests:

Anne Melling - For her grandson (Tom) and his wife (Jessica) at 
home with suspected COVID-19.

June Pratley - Whose husband John passed away this week.

Pray generally for those you may not know of specific needs.


**********


[NOTICE:  Daily Prayer, Monday - Friday] 
This Monday - Friday we are going to trial a brief (around 20 mins) 
daily video / audio link which will include a meditation (from Tim 
Chester’s ‘The Beauty of the Cross’), and prayer.  Details below.


[ZOOM:  VIDEO / AUDIO SERVICE LINK]

‘We can meet together after all - even without the internet!’ 

Here is how you can join our service on Sundays and midday 
prayer on weekdays,  either by video link or from any telephone. 

BY VIDEO 
	 1 - Download the zoom ‘app’ on your smartphone / tablet

or go to https://zoom.us if using a computer.
2 - Click on ‘join a meeting’ 
3 - Enter the correct (9 digit) ’Meeting ID’ 

(Sunday, 10.30am) 255 656 090
(Mon - Fri, 12 noon) 897 195 149

BY TELEPHONE 
	 1 - Dial 0208 080 6591

2 - Enter the correct (9 digit) ’Meeting ID’ followed by #,
then after recorded message press # again.

(Sunday, 10.30am) 255 656 090
(Mon - Fri, 12 noon) 897 195 149

*****
Contact details: 

Pastor John Witts: (t) 01993 832865;  (m) 07973 473605;

(e) office@wychwoodbaptist.org.uk;  www.wychwoodbaptist.org.uk


*****

[OFFERING]

If you would like to give to the work of WBC and normally do so via the offering bag, please 
contact John for options on how you can continue to do so.

https://zoom.us

