
 

WBC Verse for the Year 2020 
‘The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 

to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness’ 
(Lamentations 3 verses 22-23) 

Sunday 17th May 
Welcome to our ‘virtual’ service.


Whilst we can’t physically be together, our hope is that this

helps us to be as united as we can in our worship together.


Our service this morning is also available over by video link or 
the telephone, using ‘Zoom’.  This starts at 10.30am 

(See back page for more details on how to join us through Zoom). 

The following includes songs (printed or from Songs of Fellowship), 
prayers, and a passage to reflect on (page numbers reflect church 
bibles).  Please contact John if you need a song book or a Bible.


At the end of this service you will notice there is space for 
reflecting on (and taking if you wish) the bread and cup - which 

Jesus’ instructs us to take in remembrance of him.

The practicalities of our being apart, and the significance of our 

being together, and sharing of the one loaf and cup when we take 
this, is why I am not calling this the Lord’s Supper.  


However, we can still reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice for us,

and the significance of taking these elements - whilst


anticipating and longing for the time when we are reunited

and can take them as the Lord’s Supper together.


*****


[SONG]	 40 - Be Still


[OPENING READING & PRAYER]


Read: Colossians 1 verses 21-22  (page 1182), then pray:

Father God, we thank you for the reconciliation that we have in 
Jesus.  That our faith and trust in his sacrifice on the cross has 
made us holy in your sight.  That it has brought us into a 
wonderful relationship with you, where we can call you Father.  
We thank you that this is all of your grace and mercy, and as we 
come to worship, we want to give you all the glory. 

In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.


[SONG]	 425 - How Great Thou Art


[PASSAGE - Colossians 1 verses 15-23 (page 1182)] 


Today we focus on what Christ has achieved for us on the cross, 
which we have summarised for us in verses 20-23 of our passage.  
How we who, as a result of sin, were once far from God, enemies 
even - have been reconciled through Jesus death.  Having been 
stained with sin, we are made pure, considered ‘holy’ in God’s 
sight, as a result of our faith in Jesus.


We’re going to spend some time considering this in light of the 
verses before, which speak of the Supremacy of Christ.  Then in 
the week, we will be looking at the implications for this in how we 
live, from chapter 3.


Thinking it through … 
(An opportunity to think more about the passage, and 

to discuss it if you are not looking at this alone) 

Think: How is Jesus ‘the image of the invisible God’ (v1)? 

Knowing, Growing & Showing 
the good news of Jesus



It’s because he is the only one who reveals to us who God is.

Take a look at John 1 verse18 and Hebrews 1 verse 3 which 
speak about this. 


Think: In what way is he ‘the firstborn over all creation.’ 

In the sense that has authority / supremacy over all creation.  That 
he has first place over creation.  The ‘firstborn’ was the one who 
had privileges and rights. 


These rights, we read (verses 16-17) come from the fact that he 
was instrumental in the beginning of creation.  All things were 
created by him, and so he is before all things.  John 1 verses 1-3 
remind us of how he was there in the beginning, instrumental in 
creation.  As a result, he is over all creation, holding it together.


Notice how nothing created is therefore above him.


Think: How do we see that in verses 16-17? 
	 	 How is this a source of comfort? 

He has authority over all things, including all powers and 
authorities - those on earth and in heaven.  So we can be 
confident that he has the victory over all.  He is in control.  
Nothing has power and authority over him.  Nothing can defeat 
God’s purposes for creation through him.


There’s also comfort in the fact that we see God’s eternal plan at 
work through Jesus.  There is past, present and future at work in 
verses 16-17.  Not only are things created by him (past), but for 
him (future) - that’s pointing to the goal of creation (see Ephesians 
1 verses 9-10).  In the meantime, he is holding all things together 
(verse 17).  Douglas Moo explains how ‘What holds the universe 
together is not an idea or a virtue, but a person: the resurrected 
Christ … Paul wants them to understand that things make sense 
only when Christ is at the centre.’  What do you think about that?


Verse 18 then shifts focus to the church.


Think: How does this look back to what he’s said about 	 	
	 	 creation?  How does it point forward?


It takes us from creation to new creation.  He is the head of the 
church.  In the culture of those days the head was what controlled 
the body.  The head gives direction.  As the church, Jesus is our 
‘head.’  He is the one who establishes us as God’s people, his 
‘new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17).  


What is more, not only is Jesus the firstborn over all creation, as 
the ‘firstborn from among the dead’ he is the firstborn over the 
new creation.  

Take a look at 1 Corinthians 15 verses 12-22

Since Christ has been raised from the dead, all who are trusting in 
him have assurance of being raised too.


The result being, ‘that in everything he might have the supremacy.’ 
Jesus resurrection reveals his power and authority over a broken 
and messed up world.  His power over death itself.


All this, verse 19 is because ‘God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him.’  Put a different way - God in all his fullness 
has chosen to live and to reveal himself in Jesus.  He is the one 
through whom we experience God.


Think: In what way does Christ ‘reconcile to himself all 	 	
	 	 things …’ (verse 20)?


He is the one through whom God has chosen to reconcile all of 
his creation to himself.  He is the one through whom peace is 
restored through his blood shed for us on the cross.  Jesus is 
rightly Lord over all things.  Adam and Eve’s sin (Genesis 3) 
affected the whole of creation.  God’s perfect creation was now 
tainted by the effects of sin.  Romans 8 verse 20 talks of it being 
‘frustrated’ as a result of sin.  Jesus’ death on the cross pays the 
price for our sin, and gives those trusting in him a new creation to 
look forward to.




All of this, we see verse 20, relates to what Christ has achieved 
for us at the cross.  The cross is where God’s judgment for sin is 
poured out on Jesus, instead of us.  His sacrifice pays once and 
for all time, the price for our sin.  Making peace, restoring us into 
a relationship with our Heavenly Father.


Think: How do verses 21-22 summarise where Jesus has 	
	 	 taken us from and to?


We were once enemies of God.  Enemies in our minds, because 
our minds desire opposed God’s rule in our lives.  Now, because 
of Jesus’ death on the cross, we have been reconciled, restored 
to God.  As a result, we are taken from one extreme to the other.  
Once evil, now considered holy, pure, blameless and free from 
accusation.  This is because though faith in Jesus we are so 
united to him that when God looks at us, he now sees Jesus in all 
his perfection.  As we read in 2 Corinthinans 5 verse 21

	 ‘God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 	
	 him we might become the righteousness of God.’ 

Think: What (verse 23) is required of us?


Perseverance in our faith.  To continue in it ‘established and firm, 
not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.’ In the wider 
context of Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he shows concern 
about false teachers taking them away from the truths of the 
gospel.  They need to hold firm to the truth of the gospel.  To 
persevere in their faith.

Our salvation is all of God’s grace and mercy, and has been 
secured for us in Jesus.  Ephesians 1 verses 3-14 remind us how 
this is all of God’s work in our lives.  How we have been chosen 
‘before the creation of the world.’ (verse 4).  How the Holy Spirit is 
then our guarantee of our inheritance (verses 13-14).  We need to 
remind us that our salvation is secured by God.  Yet at the same 
time the bible talks a lot about our perseverance in the faith.  It’s 
how we show the reality of our confession.  This is why it is so 
important to have our eyes fixed on Jesus (Hebrews 12v2).


To continue to trust and believe in what God has done for us 
through Jesus at the cross.


This passage reminds us of the supremacy of Jesus in and over 
all things.  That gives us confidence in him, and all that he has 
achieved for us on the cross. May that encourage us to persevere 
in our faith and trust in him.


Sum / Apply:	 How has God been speaking to you through 	
	 	 	 this passage?  How will you respond? 

***** 

[SONG]	 780 - How Deep The Father’s Love


[BREAD & CUP]

Continue reflecting on Jesus’ sacrifice through 

the following readings, and in prayer. 

Psalm 32 verses 1-5 (page 560)

Isaiah 53 verses 3-6 (page 740)


Spend some time in prayer and confession. 

1 Corinthians 11 verses 23-26 (page 1152)

Consider the significance of the bread and the cup; of Jesus’ body 

broken for us.  His blood shed for the forgiveness of our sins. 
(If eating and drinking do so as you are reading the passage  
- taking the bread after verse 24 and the cup after verse 25). 

PRAY - giving thanks for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  As you do so, 
you can reflect on / include the following from the Puritan Prayer / 
Devotion on ‘The Lord’s Supper’ (which we often read together)  

‘As the outward elements nourish my body, so may thy indwelling 
Spirit invigorate my soul, until that day when I hunger and thirst no 

more, and sit with Jesus at his heavenly feast.’ 



[PRAY]

(Spend some time in prayer, including - but don’t feel limited by - 

the following. You could also include the Lord’s Prayer) 

Continue in prayer, reflecting on, and responding to what we have 
looked at today.

Pray for some RM Churches, using the ‘mosaic’ magazine 
provided.  Also online: https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/resources 

Continue to pray for local churches and for us at WBC in our 
ministry.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to be powerfully at work bringing 
people to faith and trust in Jesus.

Pray for our mission partners for their ministry and protection in 
light of COVID-19.  In particular for Nancy Nolan, Secretary of US 
board of trustees for DBI who has contracted the virus and is 
seriously ill with a fever, and is on oxygen in hospital.  Pray too for 
her husband Russ who has also tested positive, although we 
don’t know more details of his condition.

Please pray for Sue & Michael Barnes, Andrew, Edmund and 
Peter as they grieve the passing of Mother and Grandmother 
Dorothy Dayus who though unable to be with us for a few years 
now, was part of our church family.

Continue to pray for yourself, your family, friends, community and 
any you know are personally struggling in light of the current 
pandemic.  For the vulnerable.  Give thanks and pray for the 
protection of  NHS, other healthcare professionals, emergency 
services and key workers.  Pray for wisdom for the Government in 
their decision making during this crisis.

Finally, please continue to pray for others in our church family.  
Please especially For those you are aware of in need of prayer, 
including yours.  Pray generally for others.


*****


[SONG]	 21 - And Can It Be 
*****


[ZOOM:  VIDEO / AUDIO SERVICE LINK]

Here is how you can join our service by video link or from any telephone. 

BY VIDEO 
	 1 - Download the zoom ‘app’ on your smartphone / tablet

or go to https://zoom.us if using a computer.
2 - Click on ‘join a meeting’ 
3 - Enter the following ’Meeting ID’ -  978 4421 8915  Click ‘Join’
4 - Enter the following ‘Password’ - 208120  Click ‘Join’
5 - Click ‘Join with Computer Audio’

BY TELEPHONE 
[Some have experienced problem using the ‘phone, sometimes allowing you 

to connect, at other times not.  If you can’t connect, then you could try one of 
the alternative telephone numbers listed below.] 

	 1 - Dial 0208 080 6591
2 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 

‘Enter your Meeting ID followed by #’ 
- Enter: 978 4421 8915 # 

3 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 
‘Enter your Personal ID followed by #’, or just press #’

- Enter: # 
4 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 

‘Enter your Meeting Password followed by #’ 
- Enter: 208120 # 

*****
Alternative dial in numbers

0208 080 6592 0203 481 5237 0203 481 5240
0330 077 5830 0131 460 1196

[OFFERING]
If you would like to give to the work of WBC and normally do so via the offering 

bag, please contact John for options on how you can continue to do so.

Contact details: 
Pastor John Witts: (t) 01993 832865;  (m) 07973 473605;


(e) office@wychwoodbaptist.org.uk;  www.wychwoodbaptist.org.uk

https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/resources
https://zoom.us

