
 

WBC Verse for the Year 2020 
‘The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 

to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness’ 
(Lamentations 3 verses 22-23) 

Sunday 5th July 
Welcome to our ‘virtual’ service.


Whilst we can’t physically be together, our hope is that this

helps us to be as united as we can in our worship together.


Our service this morning is also available via ‘Zoom’.  Join us 
for informal chat from 10.15am.  The service starts at 10.30am 
(See back page for more details on how to join us through Zoom). 

The following includes songs (printed or from Songs of Fellowship), 
prayers, and a passage to reflect on (page numbers reflect church bibles).  


Please contact John if you need a song book or a Bible.


*****


[OPENING READING & PRAYER]

‘Be still before the LORD; and wait patiently for him’ (Psalm 37 v7)


‘Be still and know that I am God’ (Psalm 46v10)


Father God, forgive us if we have come this morning in a rush into 
your presence.  We ask that you would help us to ‘be still’ before 
you.  To put aside whatever worries or concerns we have and to 
focus on you.  To know and trust that you are God, that you are in 
control.  We know you are with us, but help us to be aware of your 
presence.  May all we think, say and do give you the glory. to you.

In Jesus name we pray,  Amen.


[SONGS]     
28 - As we are gathered  /  40 - Be still 

Fearfully & Wonderfully Made! 

You may recall the TV quiz ‘Mr & Mrs’ which originated in 1967, and 
initially ran for over 21 years.  Couples would be asked questions 
to see how little or much they knew of each other.  We might know 
a loved one well, but nothing compares to the depths to which 
this Psalm reveals God’s knowledge of us.  He perceives our 
thoughts, knows our comings and goings.  There is nowhere we 
can go to flee his presence.  

Then comes this wonderful image, verse 13 of being ‘knit together 
in my mother’s womb.’  I recall seeing this verse on a picture of 
DNA being knitted together.  This really struck me as to God’s 
hand at work.  That he has made each of us uniquely different, 
and yet knows us intimately.

The psalmist responds, verse 14 

	 ‘I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.’ 

READ:  Psalm 139 (page 628)


[SONG]    475 - Purify my heart


[PASSAGE - Psalm 139 (page 632)] 

Thinking it through … 

(An opportunity to think more about the passage, and 
to discuss it if you are not looking at this alone) 

Think: In what ways (or to what extent) does does David 		
	 	 speak of God knowing him (verses 1-4)? 

Knowing, Growing & Showing 
the good news of Jesus



It’s an intimate, personal and relational knowledge of everything 
about him.  We talk of God being ‘omniscient’ - that he knows all 
things, but the focus here is on his personal knowledge of David.   
God knows everything he says, thinks and does (verses1-2).  His 
public (‘going out’) and private (‘lying down’) life and motivation.
(verse 3).  ‘He is familiar with all my ways.’ says David.  He even 
knows what David will say before he’s even said it (verse 4). 

Think: What does David mean by ‘You hem me in’ (verse 5)?


To ‘hem’ is to enclose, to form a boundary around.  God 
surrounds David, ‘behind and before.’  Emphasising further God’s 
awareness of all David says, thinks and does as God surrounds 
him as he does it. 

Think: What is David’s response to all this, (verse 6)? 

He’s completely amazed, it’s wonderful that God knows him, the 
depths of his care and oversight.  Far beyond anything David 
himself could attain to. 


At this point, Christopher Ash helpfully relates David’s life to 
Jesus, then relates it to us.  He writes:

‘The relationship between the Father God and the king, who was often 
called God’s “Son” (e.g. Psalm 2:7), reaches its fulfilment in 	 the Lord 
Jesus Christ who could say of himself “No one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son” (Matthew 
11:27). Supremely it is Jesus who sings Psalm 	139:1-6 with awe and 
wonder at how deeply the Father knows him.  But - and this is wonder 
upon wonders! - Jesus the Son went on to say in Matthew 11:27, “No 
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”  In Christ the beloved Son, each and every 
believer comes to be “known by God” (see Galatians 4:9) with this 
intimate personal knowledge, and to know God with the privileged 		
relationship of sharing Jesus’ sonship, as those who are now sons and 
daughters of God.’ 


REFLECT: What does that mean / How does it make you feel? 

Verses 7-12 focus us on God’s personal presence. 


Think: What do verses 7-9 reveal about God’s presence?  

That God is present with him everywhere.  From the height of the 
heavens to the depths of the sea.  From the ‘wings of the 
dawn’ (East) to ‘the far side of the sea’ (West).


Think: What is personal about God’s presence, verse 10? 

It’s not just that God is with David, it’s that he is there leading and 
guiding him.  David says ‘he will hold me fast.’  Not letting go.  He 
is there guiding and protecting David.


Think: How does that develop in verses 11-12? 

Verse 11 may seem strange.  How can ‘the light become night 
around me.’?  We can think of darkness as threatening, as fearful.  
Making us anxious.  Yet those thoughts and feelings can also be 
ours in the day (light).  Yet those are not hidden from God.  All, 
verse 12 is exposed.  Night is like day; dark is as light.  God is 
holding David fast (verse 10) in those times and experiences too.


Through trusting in Jesus, this is our experience too.  The apostle 
Paul reminds us of this in Romans 8 verses 38-39, that nothing 
can separate us from God’s love, which is ours through Jesus.


Think: How, verses 13-16, can David be so assured of God’s 	
	 	 intimate knowledge and personal protection in all 		
	 	 circumstances? 

It’s because God has uniquely created him.  Here we have that 
wonderful picture we looked at earlier in our service, of God 
forming / knitting David together, DNA strand by strand.

‘Made in the secret place,’ (verse 15), is a reference to the womb.  
The ‘depths of the earth’ a reminder of mankind’s origins from the 
earth (Genesis 3 verse 19).  Before he had even begun his life, God had 
seen David’s ‘unformed body’ (verse 16).  




Not only so, but (verse 16), he knows and has ordained the years of 
David (and our) life - before they even came into being!


REFLECT: What does that mean / How does it make you feel? 

In response, verses 17-18, David marvels on how precious and 
how vast are God’s thoughts (which include his actions).  So vast 
that they ‘outnumber the grains of sand.’


Our Psalm then seems to take an uncomfortable shift.  The focus 
on the intimacy of God’s presence and protection, the uniqueness 
of his creation of us suddenly turns to this focus in verses 19-22 
on God’s enemies, and on David’s desire for God to do away with 
those who oppose him.


Think: How might the first four words of verse 19 help us to 	
	 	 understand David’s plea? 

David starts ‘If only you would.’  The inference (and reality) being 
that God is currently not doing what David goes on to plea for.

To this point, the psalm has been revealing the intimacy and 
closeness of David’s experience of God.  He is so close, that 
naturally God’s enemies are his enemies.  These are those who 
are deeply opposed to God.  They hate God (verse 21), rising up 
against him.  David, so close to his God, sees them as his 
enemies too (verse 22).

Yet, it starts ‘If only you would.’  This reminds me of the love of 
God towards those who are currently opposed to him.  

2 Peter 3 speaks of God’s future judgment, the ‘Day of the Lord,’ 
and of God’s patience with mankind, in the days before this, that:

	 ‘The LORD is … patient with you, not wanting anyone to 	
	 perish, but everyone to come to repentance.’  (2 Peter 3 verse 9) 

Think: How should that affect us in our attitude, and actions 	
	 	 towards those currently towards God? 
 

It reminds us that, whilst we are zealous for God’s glory and in 
opposition to those who are opposed to God- that God at the


same time is loving and patient towards those who oppose Him.  

There will come a day when those who continue in rebellion 
towards God will be called to account.

In the meantime, as God is patient, so should we be in our 
reaching out - remembering that it is only God’s grace in our lives 
that makes us different! 

This should spur us on in evangelism, as we seek to reach others 
for Jesus.


This brings us to the final two verses, which bring us back to the 
intimate personal relationship of David with God.  Over the 
preceding verses we see David’s zeal for God’s honour.  Prior to 
that, we have seen God’s intimate presence and protection over 
David.  David knows and wants a deep and close relationship with 
God.  For God to be his guide in his zeal, in his actions.  So he 
prays for God to look within, to search and test his thoughts and 
actions, his anxieties.  He wants God to do away with anything 
which God would find offensive in his life, and to lead and guide 
him in God’s truth - ‘in the way everlasting.’


Such a deep and personal relationship, as we’ve seen, is ours 
through Jesus.  This psalm gives us comfort in the presence and 
protection that we have in God.  That which we have because of 
the relationship that we have been brought into through our faith 
and trust in Jesus’ death on the cross. 

So let’s rejoice in God’s presence, his protection.  Let’s be zealous 
for him, but reaching out to others, that they too may come to him 
in repentance and faith in him.  Finally, let’s submit ourselves to 
God in such a way that he searches the very depths of our hearts; 
removing what offends, and leading us in His righteousness. 


Sum / Apply:	 How has God been speaking to you through 	
	 	 	 this passage?  How will you respond? 

***** 
[SONG]    156 - Have Thine own way, Lord




[PRAY]

(Spend some time in prayer, including - but don’t feel limited by - 

the following. You could also include the Lord’s Prayer) 

Reflect on, and respond to what we have looked at today.

Please continue to pray for our mission partners as they respond 
and reach out to others in the midst of this pandemic. 
Continue to pray for local churches and for us at WBC in our 
ministry, particularly in the practicalities of ministering in the 
current climate.  Please pray for wisdom in how to respond to the 
guidance for meeting together after July 4th (and for related 
practicalities). Pray for the Holy Spirit to be powerfully at work, 
bringing people to Jesus. 

Pray for some RM Churches, using the ‘mosaic’ magazine 
provided.  Also online: https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/resources

Please pray for Hong Kong, for the unrest and uncertainty in light 
of the new security law.  

Continue to pray for yourself, your family, friends, community and 
any you know are personally struggling in light of the current 
pandemic.  For the vulnerable.  Give thanks and pray for the 
protection of  NHS, other healthcare professionals, emergency 
services and key workers.  Pray for wisdom for the Government in 
their decision making during this crisis.

Finally, please pray for others in our church family.  For specific 
needs, where known.  Pray more generally for others.


*****

[SONG]    362 - Shine, Jesus, Shine


*****


[NOTICES] 
NEXT WEEK - Reflection on the Cross 

This will include an act of remembrance, with opportunity to take the 
bread and cup.  Please have these ready should you wish to participate.  

Joint Fellowship with Burford - POSTPONED! 
This meeting has been postponed in the hope of being able to organise 

something that allows us to physically meet (possibly with added online option) 
on another occassion.  We will advise more details in due course. 

Offering 
If you would like to give to the work of WBC, please contact 
John or Brian for options on how you can continue to do so. 

[ZOOM:  VIDEO / AUDIO SERVICE LINK]

Here is how you can join our service by video link or from any telephone. 

BY VIDEO 
	 1 - Download the zoom ‘app’ on your smartphone / tablet

or go to https://zoom.us if using a computer.
2 - Click on ‘join a meeting’ 
3 - Enter the following ’Meeting ID’ -  978 4421 8915  Click ‘Join’
4 - Enter the following ‘Password’ - 208120  Click ‘Join’
5 - Click ‘Join with Computer Audio’

BY TELEPHONE 
	 1 - Dial 0208 080 6591

2 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 
‘Enter your Meeting ID followed by #’ 

- Enter: 978 4421 8915 # 
3 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 

‘Enter your Personal ID followed by #’, or just press #’
- Enter: # 

4 - You will hear a recorded message asking you to 
‘Enter your Meeting Password followed by #’ 

- Enter: 208120 # 

*****
Alternative dial in numbers

0208 080 6592 / 0203 481 5237 / 0203 481 5240 / 0330 077 5830 / 0131 460 1196

Contact details: 
Pastor John Witts: (t) 01993 832865;  (m) 07973 473605;


(e) office@wychwoodbaptist.org.uk;  www.wychwoodbaptist.org.uk

https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/resources
https://zoom.us

